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• From our perspective:
• Filoviruses cause real diseases in real 

people in real places
• We have interest in them because those 

diseases are serious with high lethality and 
are considered by the public health 
community of high consequence

• What is known about the disease the viruses 
cause in man is the result of limited study of 
those outbreaks that have occurred
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OutbreaksOutbreaksOutbreaks

• When outbreaks have occurred
• With rare exceptions in remote locations
• Primary object becomes control of outbreak
• Limited ability to take advantage of 

opportunity to learn about the disease
• Opportunity has become more limited 

because of conflict between objectives 
among participants in outbreak control in 
recent outbreaks
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Historical PerspectiveHistorical PerspectiveHistorical Perspective

• Perhaps the best means to review the 
field experiences is to review the 
outbreaks and discuss them

• Although the total number is becoming 
substantial, fingers and toes still suffice 
(barely by my count)
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• Marburg (7)
• Ebola (20)
•• Marburg (7)Marburg (7)
•• Ebola (20)Ebola (20)



DVRD/NCZVEDDVRD/NCZVEDDVRD/NCZVED
SEP
2007
SEPSEP
20072007

DiscussionDiscussionDiscussion

• Further Comments•• Further CommentsFurther Comments
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