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Why has the NIGERIAN polio eradication program 
not met its goals in the anticipated timeframe?

What were the roles of the following factors?
i. The high "force", speed and intensity of wild 

virus transmission

ii. The low efficacy, effectiveness and herd effect 
of oral polio vaccine

iii. The poor balance between "routine" and 
"supplementary" vaccinations.

QUESTIONS  QUESTIONS  QUESTIONS
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• What should be done to enable/ensure 
success by NIGERIA (latest, if at all feasible) 
by 2010? 

• What is the vulnerability of NIGERIA in terms 
of importations and consequent outbreaks? 

• What sustainable systems should be 
established /strengthened in NIGERIA to meet 
this challenge?

QUESTIONS  QUESTIONS  QUESTIONS
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POLIO ERADICATION IN NIGERIAPOLIO ERADICATION IN NIGERIA
STATUS

–WHY so late?
–WHEN will it end?
–HOW will it be done?
–WHAT lessons learnt?

CONCLUSION
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Polio Cases and Infected States: 
Nigeria 2002-2007*
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WILD POLIOVIRUS CASES, 
NIGERIA, 2005 – 2007*

2006 (1125 cases)

2007 (188 cases)

2005 (830 cases)

Wild Polio 1 
Wild Polio 3

*, data as of Sep. 17
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WHY WAS THERE A RESURGENCE 
OF POLIO IN NIGERIA 

AFTER 2003?

2003                                2004                        2005                               2006
355                                 793                         830                               1125
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Polio Cases On the Increase
This Day Newspapers (Lagos)

February 17, 2005,  (Posted to the web February 18 2005) Agha Ibiam Lagos

………..noted that a lot of factors contributed to the 
deterioration of the situation between 2003 and 2004. 
Some of the factors, he said, include:

low quality supplemental immunisation activities 
(SIAs) in some areas of the country

the well publicised suspension of immunisation in 
Kano, which later spread to other states,

insufficient financing 
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1.   Poor Quality SIAs1.   Poor Quality SIAs
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36 - 47 
mths
17%

48 - 59 
mths
9%

60 + mths
5% < 12 mths

10%

12 - 23 
mths
31%

24-35 mths
33%

>= 3 doses
34%

1-2 doses
36%

Unknown
2%

0 dose
28%

Age and OPV status of 2007 WPV cases
n = 186

OPVAGE
74% < 3 years 64% < 3 doses
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TRACK RECORDS OF POOR QUALITY IMMUNISATION

September 12 1989 July 111994

June 14 2007

40% of vaccinated children contracted
diseases against which they were vaccinated

Polio Eradication Race:
Will Nigeria Finish Last?

Skeptical Parents Refuse to 

Bring children out for SIA

Urgent Need for Change of 

Attitude to Im
m

unisation 
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2. POOR QUALITY SIAs REPLACED
ABANDONED ROUTINE 

IMMUNISATION”

2. POOR QUALITY SIAs REPLACED
ABANDONED ROUTINE 

IMMUNISATION”
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IMMUNISATION COVERAGE, NIGERIAIMMUNISATION COVERAGE, NIGERIA
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3. SOCIAL & RELIGIOUS ISSUES 
NOT HANDLED WITH DESERVED
SERIOUSNESS  AND TACT!
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Nigeria sues drugs giant Pfizer 

Nigeria
 has fil

ed charges against th
e 

pharm
aceutic

al c
ompany Pfiz

er,

accusing it 
of c

arry
ing out im

proper 

tria
ls fo

r a
n anti-m

eningitis
 drug. 

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/1/hi/world/africa/6719141.stm
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Nigeria sues drugs giant Pfizer 

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/1/hi/world/africa/6719141.stm

The BBC's Alex Last in Nigeria says the case has added to 
suspicion of western medicine and drug trials in northern 
Nigeria and that has had a DAMAGING EFFECT ON 
ATTEMPTS TO GET THE  WHOLE POPULATION 
TO ACCEPT POLIO IMMUNISATION. 

Kano was one of the Nigerian states which refused to take part 
in a WHO vaccination programme, leading to a re-emergence of 
polio in Nigeria and neighbouring countries. 
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Pfizer and the 1996 meningitis outbreak in Nigeria:
Who is lying? And 9 other questions

It is now common knowledge that Pfizer used 
Trovan, an unlicensed drug for treating meningitis in a 
1996 CSM outbreak in Nigeria’s KANO.

Of the 200 children who participated in the trial, five 
died and many others were left with disabilities.

Blogging Nigeria’s Health Scene 
Saturday, 23 June 2007
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Blogging Nigeria’s Health Scene 

Pfizer & the 1996 meningitis outbreak in Nigeria:
Who is lying? And 9 other questions

Many believe that this single event, has led to the mistrust by the 
population of public health interventions that in turn was probably 
responsible for the rejection of polio vaccination, resulting 
in a massive outbreak in Northern Nigeria from 2003.

This set back the entire polio eradication programme several 
years, costing the world billions of dollars. Many Nigerians have 
become pessimistic on the achievability of this goal. 
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4. FUNDING GAPS4. FUNDING GAPS

Gaps resulting from:
–Insufficient funds 
–Untimely release of funds
–Misuse of released funds

All contributed to current situation
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LESSONS LEARNTLESSONS LEARNT
Pay equal attention to  social mobilization as was 
done for the science & vaccine of eradication

Next time we set a date for eradication, let us NOT 
leave the most difficult to the last.

We need to support every country to begin action at 
the same time.

Nigeria needs a MAJOR attitudinal mutation

Never give up!    
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Looking into the future!
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POLIO ERADICATION BY 2010

2006 (1125 cases)
2007 (188  cases)

2005 (830 cases)

Wild Polio 1 

Wild Polio 3

2008 (0 case)


